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Mahishmati,13 King Ohanda Pajjotta (Chanda Pradyota) of
Avantiwasa contemporary of the Buddha, Asoka, Chandra-
gupta's grandson, was stationed at Ujjain as viceroy of the
Avanti country14. In the inscriptions of Asoka, the Bhojas and
the Rstikas were placed outside the territioral limits of the then
Maurya province of Avanti.15
Avanti or Avantika, according to Brahmandapurana (IV. 40.
91 j became a commercial centre. Here met the three routes,
from the western coast with its sea ports Surparika (Sopara)
and Bhrigukaccha (Broach), from the Deccan and from Sravasti
in Kosala (Oudh). Avanti was also a great centre of learning.
The Hindu astronomers reckoned their first meridian of longi-
tude from Ujjayni which was capital of Avanti during the
reign of King Vikramaditya. Nine famous persons known as
Navaratna adorned his court16. According to the Matsya-Purana
(Ch. 43) Mahavira is said to have performed penance in
the country of Avanti, It was also a great centre of Buddhism,
The Avantis originated from the Haihaya dynasty of which
Karttaviryarjuna was the most glorious ruler.17 It was known
to Panini who mentioned it in one of his sutras (IV. 1.176). It
was also known to Patanjali (IV. 1.1, 9. 36) and to the authors
of the Skanda-Pwana (Ch. 1.1.923) and the Bhagavatapurana
(X.45. 31.)
Bahlika
Bahlika should not be confused with Vahlika. Bahlika is
to be identified with Balkh in the extreme north of Afghan-
istan. It is claimed that Balkh was conquered by Vikramaditya
t.e. Chandra Gupta II. Many historians dispute this claim.
However, it is singificant that the "King enjoyed popularity in
Mongol folklore. Recent works on this subject are cited by
Rupen in his article "Antoine Mostaert, C.I.C.M. and Com-
parative Mongolian folklore", Central Asiatic Journal, I. (1955).
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